
WHITEWATER
Campus has the most students
per 1,000 city residents in all of
UW System. • A2

PACK IS BACK
Rodgers leads Packers 
in big win over Vikings in 
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JEFFERSON — Law enforcement 

authorities are requesting the public’s 

assistance in the search for a rural Fort 

Atkinson man wanted in the murders of 

his sister and brother-in-law, attempted 

murder of a sheriff ’s deputy and setting 

his late father’s Town of Sumner house 

on fire in June.

The Jefferson County Sheriff ’s Office 

said Friday it and other state and federal 

law enforcement agencies are continu-

ing to seek the whereabouts of Kevin P. 

Anderson, 61, who has been charged in 

the shooting deaths of Nedra and Jim 

Lemke of Fort Atkinson.

“At this time, there are no known ve-

hicles associated with Kevin Anderson, 

and he is a known outdoorsman/hunt-

er,” the sheriff ’s office stated. “As many 

begin their hunting season, please pay 

special attention for Kevin. He was 

known to frequent thousands of acres in 

the area of County Highway A and State 

Highway 106, which we have searched 

by use of planes, helicopters, drones, 

K-9s, thermal imaging and officers ac-

tually walking through the woods and 

fields.

“Again, we are dealing with thousands 

of acres and ask that the public pay spe-

cial attention for Kevin and contact us 

(920) 674-7310 if he is observed,” it add-

ed.

Authorities have cautioned in the past 

that anyone who sees him should not 

approach Anderson. Rather, they should 

call authorities immediately.

He is described as a 6-foot-tall white 

male who weighs about 200 pounds and 

has blue eyes and balding brown hair.

Hunters: Keep watch for Sumner murders suspect

Kevin Anderson in May 2020.

The Kennel Club of Fort Atkinson 

(KCFA) is seeking monetary dona-

tions toward completion of its latest 

community service project, “Puppy 

Serenade,” which is under construc-

tion at Rock River Park.

When complete, this project will 

feature a bronze statue by local sculp-

tor Mark Dziewior; a tri-purpose (hu-

man/canine/bottle filling) fountain; 

and a combination bench/pedestal by local artisan 

Bob Muench of Stonecroft Masonry.

The project will honor the three founding mem-

bers of KCFA — Patty Beran, Marleen 

LaPlant and Rita Hasel — and their 

dogs.

The project is located at the junc-

ture where the road turns left toward 

the clubhouse and the path turns 

right toward the entrance to the disc 

golf area.

A “reveal” of the project (including 

a clay model of the bronze statue) is 

scheduled for early October. The bronze statue will be 

completed and installed in the spring of 2021.

Kennel Club of Fort Atkinson
heads Rock River Park project

Kennel Club of Fort Atkinson is raising funds for a dog/human watering station at Rock River Park.

By Christine Spangler
cspangler@dailyunion.com

When “budget season” ends, Fort Atkin-

son City Manager Matt Trebatoski is ex-

pected to be leaving to become city admin-

istrator/treasurer in Oconomowoc.

Fort Atkinson City Council President Ma-

son Becker confirmed Saturday that Treba-

toski planned to accept an offer from the 

City of Oconomowoc.

“I found out two weeks ago that Matt was 

being considered for the position in Ocono-

mowoc,” Becker said, adding, “He is perfect-

ly happy in Fort Atkinson and was not look-

ing to make a move.”

Becker explained that Oconomowoc’s 

hiring process for a city administrator/trea-

surer apparently had not yielded a finalist, 

so a search firm contacted Trebatoski and 

other individuals with similar professional 

experience and asked them to apply. He did, 

and came out the top choice.

“I spoke with him yesterday and he let me 

know he had a finalized offer and he would 

be accepting it,” Becker said. “I shared that 

while we hate to be losing him, we are very 

excited for him and this 

opportunity.”

In a memorandum 

to the common council 

dated Friday, Sept. 11, 

Oconomowoc Mayor 

Robert P. Magnus an-

nounced Trebatoski’s 

appointment and asked 

for members’ confirma-

tion.

The memo reads: “With the resignation 

of Sarah Kitsembel, city administrator/

treasurer, in June 2020, the city began the 

search for a new city administrator/trea-

surer. The city interviewed several qualified 

candidates for the position, and I am ready 

to make an appointment of an exceptional 

individual with the background, experience 
and integrity that is a right fit for our com-
munity.

“I am pleased to announce the appoint-
ment of Matthew Trebatoski, city manager 
for the City of Fort Atkinson, and ask for 
the council’s confirmation in addition to 
approval of the agreement on separation 
procedures/payments.”

Mayor Magnus included a suggested mo-
tion to that effect, but no date for a meeting 
to vote on it was mentioned in the memo. 
However, it is on the agenda for the Ocono-
mowoc Common Council’s Tuesday, Sept. 
15, meeting.

Trebatoski will be at that meeting, which 
takes place at the same time the Fort 

City manager likely to take Oconomowoc job
Trebatoski offered
city administrator,
treasurer position
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JEFFERSON — St. Coletta of Wisconsin in Jefferson is 
hoping to provide some of the services and jobs that are 
being eliminated by Watertown’s Bethesda Lutheran Com-
munities, its president says.

St. Coletta President Ted Behncke noted that his non-
profit organization and Bethesda have been serving intel-
lectually and developmentally disabled persons since both 
were founded in 1904. However, Bethesda announced Fri-
day that it is closing its group homes, day programs and 
employment services in Watertown and throughout Wis-
consin, and Behncke says St. Coletta might be able to help 
some of the clients and employees affected by the move.

Bethesda’s corporate office will remain in Watertown, al-
beit with staff reductions.

About 190 employees statewide, including Watertown, 
will lose employment. About 20 homes and approximate-
ly 90 residents will be displaced, some of whom have been 
with Bethesda for decades.

“Providing the very highest quality living and program 
services for people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities has always been challenging, given we experi-
ence financial loss due to the low level of Medicaid reim-
bursement,” said Don Klein, senior director of public affairs 
at Bethesda.

He noted that Bethesda’s revenue streams have been dry-
ing up due, in part, to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Our costs have skyrocketed quickly and revenue coming 

St. Coletta might
provide services
cut by Bethesda

By Jonah Beleckis
Adams Publishing Group

WHITEWATER — The University of 

Wisconsin-Whitewater on Friday moved 

to restrict indoor and outdoor gather-

ings on campus to no more than 10 peo-

ple “for the foreseeable future,” a move 

brought on by an increase in COVID-19 

cases “both locally and statewide.”

Last week through Friday, 115 students 

tested positive for COVID-19, according 
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